Survivors of abuse. Health care issues.
This article has discussed the most common sequelae of victimization with regard to incest, rape, and battering. Although legislators and law-enforcement officials have traditionally been viewed as having primary responsibility for the prevention and control of violence, it is now known that physicians must also act in this regard. Their action is especially required with regard to victim assessment and treatment. Physicians serve as the entry points not only to the health care system, but also to other resources for victims of violence. By identifying their victimized patients and by understanding the antecedents of their patients' symptoms, physicians can go much further in meeting their patients' needs for physical, mental, and social well-being. Given the scope and impact of violence, physicians have a moral and ethical obligation to inquire about the possibility of current violence, past violence, or both in their patients' lives.